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intimately. What impelled him, however, to make a deep study of
their conditions was the campaign for bringing the ex-indentured
labourers under special heavy taxation.
During the year 1894 the Natal Government sought to impose
an annual tax of £25 on the ex-indentured Indians. The reason
for this new bill was that the white traders were nervous of the skill
and intelligence of the Indians. When the whites first welcomed
the Indians in 1860, they had looked forward to improving their
agriculture by the industry of the imported Indian labourers after
the five-year term of their indentures had expired. But the Indians
gave more than had been expected of them. They introduced a num-
ber of Indian varieties and made it possible with their skill to grow
the local varieties cheaper. Nor did their enterprise stop at agricul-
ture; they entered trade. Many Indians raised themselves from the
status of labourers to that of owners of land and houses. Their pros-
perity sowed the seed of antagonism, and the difference of religion
and the way of living fanned it. This antagonism found its expression
in the Disfranchising Bill and another bill imposing a tax on ex-
indentured Indians.
Natal was granted responsible government in 1893,, and the Natal
colonists celebrated it by levying a heavy tax of £25. As they
had to secure the permission of the Government of India for this pur-
pose according to the terms of the indenture contract, the colonists
sent their representatives to India to bring pressure on Lord Elgin,
the Viceroy, to agree to it. He considered it exhorbitant and finally
agreed to a tax of £3. This cruel impost, as Gokhale pointed out,
caused enormous suffering, "resulted in breaking up families, and
driving men to crime and women to a life of shame." It required a
long and fierce campaign by Gandhi to abolish it.
Gandhi's public activities went hand in hand with his spiritual
progress. The Christian friends in Pretoria did not forget him when
he settled in Natal. In Durban, Spencer Walter, the head of the
South Africa General Mission, found him out, and Gandhi became
almost a member of his family. This friendship kept alive Gandhi's
interest in religion. His religious correspondence with Rajchandra,
his friend and philosopher, continued. Though Gandhi had little
leisure, he read Hindu scriptures and practised some yogic exercises
but did not make much headway. He studied Max Mtiller's India—
What can it teach us ? and the translation of the Upanishads. He read

